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AFFIRMATION 

Passion In Christ 
What is your Passion in Christ? 

Passion is a very strong word. Passion is defined as a 
strong and barely controllable emotion; an intense 
desire or enthusiasm for something. To know our 

Lord and Saviour, passion must reside in you é in 
your heart and mind! 

The Passion is also defined as the ôsuffering and death 
of Jesus: meditations on the Passion of Christõ 

Where is your passion? 
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Godõs sovereignty is the attribute by which He rules 

His entire creation, and to be sovereign God must be 

sovereign God must be all-knowing, all -powerful, 

and absolutely free. The reasons are these: 

Were there even one datum of knowledge, however 

small, unkown to God, His rule would break down 

at that point. To be Lord over all creation, He must 

possess all knowledge. And were God lacking one 

infinitesimal modic um of power, that lack would 

end His reign and undo His kingdom; that one stray 

atom of power would belong to someone else and 

God would be a limited ruler and hence not 

sovereign. 

Furthermore, His sovereignty requires that He be 

absolutely free, which means simply that He must 

be free to do whatever He wills to do anywhere at 

any time to carry out His eternal purpose in every 

single detail without interference. Were He less than 

free, He must be less than sovereign. 

It has been just over 16 months 

since I first walked through the 

doors of Christian Fellowship 

Church. It has been just over 16 

months since I decided that there 

was something for me at 

Christian Fellowship Church. 

Since that time, my life has taken 

a turn onto a road that grows 

straighter and brighter with each 

step. This new road that I have 

been taken has revealed many 

beautiful things. My eyes were 

opened to a life of substance that 

was more than just physical ð the 

Spirit of Truth has been guiding 

me along this road ever since. 

I have found my passion. To 

know just who Jesus Christ is, 

His life and His way s. To know 

my Heavenly Father, the God of 

Abraham, Jacob and Moses. This 

gracious father who has an 

unlimited supply of love, grace 

and wisdom. He has blessed me 

with a beautiful life, a wonderful 

loving husband, a home of 

comfort and joy, and a new 

family   - my Christian family at 

CFC. 

Jesus has opened my eyes and 

my heart to a world that holds 

beauty and wonder. He is the 

Creator of the universe, of the 

Heavens and the earth, of all 

creatures great and small, and 

the Creator of a very special 

thing ð us. In His image, we 

From The Editorõs Desk 

have been made. And in His 

ways, we are to learn and to live 

in order that we may fulfill what 

he has always wanted from the 

very beginning.  

The Truth will set you free 

means more than just reading the 

Bible. His Word must be 

understood not only by our 

mind, but by our hearts. May His 

Word be written to my heart.  

Godõs Sovereignty é 
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I had the joy of preaching at Christian Fellowship 
Church when I attended the Freedom Encounter 
conference last March.  What I witnessed during my 
nearly two weeks with you was the power of your 
passion. 

Websterõs dictionary defines passion as any feeling 
when of a powerful or compelling nature; strong or 
extravagant fondness, enthusiasm, or desire for 
anything.  

Hockey players feel passion about the game and 
have a passion for their professional team to win the 
Stanley Cup.  Soccer enthusiasts have been 
passionate about their countryõs success in the 
World Cup.  Some fans feel passionate about their 
teams regardless of whether they win or lose. 

When I was in seminary, my ethics professor at 
Duke Divinity School told a memorable story.  
Someone was visiting Duke University and asked 
him where the Chapel was.  Duke Chapel is a 
beautiful neo-gothic structure at the heart of the 
campus.  However, before he answered my 
professor considered what true worship was: 
focused adoration, passionate service, enthusiastic 
praise, celebration, honoring to those who makes 
sacrifice for us, etc. He then sent the visiting student 
to the basketball arena because he felt like more 
genuine worship was happening there on a weekly 
basis than in the Chapel.  Fans were adoring, 
passionate, enthusiastic, lifting praises to the team 
(which was enjoying a winning season and 
sacrificing to make Dukeõs name famous).  You get 
the picture. 

Itõs common for people to have passion about many 
things.  The issue is whether our passions are well 
placed and desire our energy and money.  Some 
questions for the church and for individual 
Christians to ponder carefully regarding their 
passions are:  What will be our primary passion?  
What will captivate us?  What will rule our lives?  
What will be of primary importance?  For what are 
we willing to sacrifice?  

The Power of Passion 
By Rev. Dr. David M. Oliver  

The name Christian means 
Christ -follower.  Those 
who follow Jesus genuinely 
seek to do what he did, 

following his life, teaching 
and example. 
Jesus said, òIf any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will 

find itó (Matthew 16:24-25). 

As we reflect on Jesusõ life, we see his passion 

manifest in many ways.  He was passionate about 

intimacy with God.  He was passionate about being 

a servant leader.  He was passionate about authentic 

relationships and genuine community.  He was 

passionate about setting captives free (see Luke 

4:18-19).  He was passionate about demonstrating in 

his teaching and actions the values of the kingdom 

of God. 

Jesusõ passion led to his suffering and the cross.  In 
fact, we call the final Sunday of Jesusõ life, òPassion 
Sunday.ó  Holy Week is also known as Passion 
Week.  When viewed theologically, passion literally 
means suffering.  The church has historically spoken 

of Jesusõ passion as well as the passion of the 
martyrs who have suffered for their faith.  

In Acts 1:8b Jesus said, òéyou shall be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria 
and to the end of the earth.ó  The Greek word for 
witness is martures.  This term is the root word for 
martyr.  Jesus was saying to his followers, to you 
and me, you shall be my martyrs.  Your life and 

your death should glorify me.  Your passion, your 
suffering, is designed to witness to me and give me 
praise and glory. 

Many of us appreciate passion in the sense love, 
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The Power of Passion by Rev. Dr. David M. Oliver  
Continued é 

enthusiasm and devotion.  We are much more hesitant when our passion involves an element of 
suffering.  

Jesus warned us that we would experience times of suffering in this life.  òIf the world hates you, know 
that it hated me before it hated youéIf they persecuted me, they will persecute youéó (John 15:18, 20).  
In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the worldó (John 16 33). 

There is little question that Christ followers expe rience suffering.  In the church, sadly, we sometimes 
experience suffering at the hands of one another.  Someone has cryptically said, òThe church is the only 
place that shoots itõs wounded.ó 

This is ironic.  Christ suffered for the sins of the whole world .  He endured the pain and shame of the 
cross because of our wounds.  òHe was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, and by his stripes we are healedó (Isaiah 
53:5). 

If Christõs passion brought you and me such great freedom from shame, guilt and sin, the church ought 
to be the safest place in the world be authentically talk about our difficulties and challenges.  If Christ 
could accept you and me where we are, should we demonstrate any less tolerance and patience for one 
another who also struggle?  What might Christ expect of those who profess to follow him?  May we 
boldly and daily begin to pray for forgiveness for our own hardness of heart and ask for mercy and 
passion to love as we have been loved by Christ. 

We are not perfect and no one is capable of suffering as Jesus did.  Nevertheless, there is a cost to true 
Christianity.  Genuine faith involves passion extending beyond the enthusiasm we might normally have 
for our favorite sports teams. 

True faith involves setting things in godly order, putting first things first, in a way that is biblical and 
pleasing to God.  Christianity calls for a joyful sacrifice from believers in response to the sacrificial gift of 
Christõs life and death which already has been generously extended to us by Jesus. 

Some questions to ponder are:  òWhat is my passion communicating to others?ó  Are people seeing the 
power of passion for Christ in me?  What kind of witness am I?  How can I be a more effectiv e witness 
for Jesus? 

When I was with you last March, I rejoiced in the ways I saw you being witnesses for Christ to one 
another and to your community.  The following examples point to your faithful passion: sponsoring the 
Freedom Encounters seminar, offering the ministry of Healing Rooms, providing for the needs of the 
less fortunate, supporting missions at home and abroad. 

Itõs of upmost importance to share passion for Christ.  There is great power in our passion.  Our passion 

needs to be visible and clear.  Christian Fellowship Church is making strides in this regard.  First, thank 

God for your church, Pastor Fisher and your leaders.  Then ask yourself, òWhat more are you desiring of 

me, Lord?ó  òHow do you wish to rekindle and refocus my passion for you?ó 
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Passion For Christ 
By LaVyne Hombert  

In my passion for our God and our Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Iõm willing to lay aside the 
weights that beset me, as the writer of the Book of 
Hebrews encourages us.  

Hebrews 12: verses 1 and 2: òWherefore seeing 
we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let 
us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith; who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.ó 

Often in our morning praying, Bill and I pray 
with sincerity that those things in us that are not 
pleasing to our Heavenly Father that He will 
show them to us. I long to be in that place where 
the Lordõs presence is tangible and His power 
flows in ways the Church ha s not seen in a long 
time. But my heartõs cry is not just for Bill and 
me, but for the Body of Christ, in particular, this 
part of the Body of Christ ð the Christian 
Fellowship Church.  

I came from an atheist home, and so at the age of 
eight, when I accepted Jesus as my Savior, I had 
no religious or church doctrine hang -ups. When I 
saw William Branham in 1948 heal a four-year-
old boy that I knew was deaf, I did not question 
it. When I was part of the Heavenly Choir 
experience in Edmonton in the revival of 1948, I 
welcomed it, without any hang -ups. On the 
contrary, those experiences and others like that 
only awakened a passion in me for Christ. That 
passion includes knowing Godõs Word and 
applying it to my daily life, desiring that Christ 
be formed in me, for Godõs presence to be with 
me, and to know and believe in His workings in 
our lives, and His workings include spiritual gifts 
in operation, and the purposes for which He 
created us.  

I desire to know more of His Love, His 
compassion, His healing power, and His working 
of miracles, all of which I have experienced, but I 
want to know more of Him. In all His fullness.  

When God made Himself known to Moses, He 
said that He was òYHVHó (YOD HEY VA V HEY) 
or as we have translated in English, òI AM 
WHAT I WILL BE.ó 

In speaking to my friend, Krystal Savage, she said 
that in her studies, one of the commentaries 
explained that our God continues to reveal His 
Name to us through His works; Jehovah Jirah ð 
Jehovah the God who provides, Jehovah Rapha ð 
Jehovah the God who heals -, etc.        

Well that is certainly true! I have often learned of 
who God is through my personal experiences, 
and how He comes through in some way for me  
ð each time showing another facet of His name to 
me, whether through His Word, or through some 
personal incident.   

On August 22nd, 1960, our family suffered a third 
car accident. This accident involved my first 
husband, our three daughters, and me.  We were 
traveling on a narrow gravel road in the Nisku 
area, when a car tried to pass us on the right side, 
thus climbing up on our car back bumper and 
sending our car into a roll (this was before there 
were seatbelts.) Albin, and our daughtersõ 
Connie, Karyn, and Cathy, were thrown out of 
the car.  The back seat of the car was thrown out, 
and Albin, and  Karyn landed on the back seat. 
Connie landed on the ground, hitting her head 
against a fence post. Cathy landed on her back 
out in the farmerõs pasture. I rolled with the car; 
the car came to standstill, right beside the back 
seat. But Albin and Karyn wer e not injured. They 
did not even have one finger in the way of the 
rolled car.  Connie received injuries to her head, 
with a huge water blister the size of a shower cap 
on top of her head; that blister remained there for 
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Passion for Christ by LaVyne Hombert  
continued é 

months, before it finally was gone.    Cathy 
seemed to have had no injuries, because of her 
young age of 18 months. (The doctor said that if 
she had been older, she would have had her back 
broken in several places.) Later, we found out that 
she was injured, because for years, she suffered 
petite mal seizures in her hips, and frequently, 
she would graciously float to the floor. I ended up 
with torn ligaments in my right foot, ankle and 
leg, but worse, the bones in my neck had fused 
together because of the impact of rolling with the 
car.  

From August 22nd to February 5th, of the following 
year, I wore a Thomas Collar (which I called a 
ôhorse collarõ); I could not move my neck or head 
one iota, up, down, or sideways. My neck had 
become solid. My neck and my head felt like a 
heavy lump of lead on  my shoulders. My doctor 
told me that I would have to live with my neck 
and head in that condition, the heaviness on my 
shoulders, and the pain that went with my neck 
being solid. Sometimes this pain was so intense, 
that I would go into spasms of crying.  Often, in 
one of these crying spells, I would read the 
scripture in Rev: 21:4 ð òAnd God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain; for the former things 
are passed away.ó How I longed for that day!  

But God had other plans. Although the doctor 
said that I had to wear the ôhorse collarõ all the 
time (including when I slept), I did not wear it to 
church. I did not want to call attention to myself 
because of the ôcollar.õ And, of course, without the 
collar, people would not realize I could not move 
my neck. Or, at least that is what I reasoned to 
myself.   

Sunday, February 5th, 1961, was Communion Day 
at our church. Just before the morning service 
began, the pastor told me that during the 
Communion Service, they would pray for me. 
Why would they be praying for me? Then I 
realized ð for the healing of my neck. 

Immediately, I KNEW that I would be healed.  

At the time of the Communion Service, I went 
forward. The pastor and the elders anointed me 
with oil, and prayed for me, according to James 
5: verses 14 and 15: òIs any sick among you? Let 
him call for the elders of the church; and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord; And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; 
and if he have committed sins, they shall be 
forgiven him.ó  

As they prayed, I felt the weight lift off my 
shoulders, up my neck, and up to the top of the 
head, where the weight was completely gone, 
and I could MOVE my neck and my head -- up, 
down, and sideways (continue to be able to do so 
today)! The congregation responded 
enthusiastically in worship.  

When I went to the doctor, he x-rayed my neck 
and head. Afterwards, he said, òI donõt know 
how you did it, but I can give you a complete 
report of health.ó 

I then told him what had happened at church, 
quoting the scriptures from James.  

What a wonderful Savior we have in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of our 
Heavenly Abba Father! 

In Isaiah 9: verse 6, òwonderfuló is part of the 
name to be given to the child and son that was 
prophesied the coming of our Lord and Savior: 
òFor unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peaceó.     

To think that the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
called òWonderfuló cares so much for me ð and 
for you ð that He died on the cross for us so we 
could have eternal life, and also so that He could 
be formed in us, and live His life through us here 
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on earth.     

This word in the English language does not do 
justice to Him being called Wonderful. Wonderful 
comes from a Hebrew root word that means 
ôincomprehensible, beyond oneõs ability to 
understand, and extraordinary.ó To think that He 
who is incomprehensible desires to live in us, so 
that all that we do and say will be glory to our 
Heavenly Abba Father. What an awesome Lord 
and Savior, and what an awesome God! 

 

Col 1:9-13  ð òThat you might be filled with the 
advanced and perfect experiential knowledge of 
His will in the sphere of every kind of wisdom 
and intelligence which is spiritual, so that you 
may order your behavior worthily of the Lord 
with a view to plea sing Him in everything, in 
every work which is good constantly bearing 
fruit and increasing by means of the advanced 
and perfect experiential knowledge of God, by 
every enabling power being constantly 
strengthened in proportion to the manifested 
power of H is glory, resulting in every patience 
and forbearance, with joy constantly giving 
thanks to the Father who qualified you for the 
portion of the share of the inheritance of the 
saints in the sphere of the light; who delivered us 
out of the tyrannical rule o f the darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love.ó 

 

Our passion for Christ, and for our Heavenly 
Father will never diminish if we remember His 
awesomeness, His ways and His thoughts that are 
infinite while our ways and our thoughts  are only 
finite. Each time, I learn another facet of His 
awesomeness, I can only exclaim as the Psalmist 
did: òThe Lord is righteous in all His ways and 
holy in all His worksó (Psalm 145:17).  

Whether I read the Old Testament or the New 
Testament, all of  the Bible declares Godõs work, 

His Love for us, and shows us His heart for 
His children.   

 

Psalm 11 in the Jewish Study Bible:  

òHallelujah, I praise the Lord with all my 
heart in the assembled congregation of the 
upright.  

òThe words of the Lord are great, and in reach 
of all who desire them.  

òHis deeds are splendid and glorious; His 
beneficence is everlasting; 

òHe has won renown for His wonders. The 
Lord is gracious and compassionate.  

òHe gives food to those who fear Him; He is 
ever mindful of His covenant. 

òHe revealed to His people His powerful 
words, in giving them the heritage of nations.  

òHis handiwork is truth and justice, all His 
precepts are enduring. 

òWell founded for all eternity, wrought of 
truth and equity.  

òHe sent redemption to His people; He 
ordained His covenant for all time; His name 
is holy and awesome. 

òThe beginning of wisdom is the fear of the 
Lord; all who practice it gain understanding. 
Praise of Him is everlastingó. 

II Corinthians 5: verses 14 and 15 in the 
Wuestõs New Testament Expanded Version   
òFor the love which Christ has for me presses 
on me from all sides, holding me to one end 
and prohibiting me from considering any other, 
wrapping itself around me in tenderness, 
giving me an impelling motive, having brought 
me to this conclusion, namely, that One died 
on behalf of all in order that those who are 
living no longer living for themselves, but for 
the One who died on their behalf and instead 
of them, and was raised.ó 

Passion for Christ by LaVyne Hombert  
continuedé 
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Biblical Crossword  

Across 
1. Balaam's mount  
4. you said "___!" over my sanctuary when it was desecrated 
(Ezek 25:3)  
7. Blessed are those ___ hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matt 
5:6)  
10. If you have faith as small as a mustard ___ (Luke 17:6)  
12. "I am the Alpha and the ___ ," says the Lord God (Rev 1:8)  
14. he tore the ___ apart with his bare hands (Judg 14:12)  
15. boast in the LORD; let the afflicted ___ and rejoice (Ps 34:2)  
16. Summon your ___, O God; show us your strength (Ps 68:28)  
17. keep away from every brother who is ___  (2 Thess 3:6)  
18. at the voice of the enemy, at the ___ of the wicked (Ps 55:3)  
20. I ___ and sealed the deed, had it witnessed (Jer 32:10)  
22. And Esther ___ the favor of everyone who saw her (Est 2:15)  
23. Mary, who ___ at the Lord's feet listening (Luke 10:39)  
24. Thou shalt not let thy cattle ___ with a diverse kind (Lev 19:19) 
KJV  
27. Heal the sick, cleanse the ___ , raise the dead (Matt 10:8) KJV  
30. cooking utensil (2 Sam 13:9)  
31. and things wherewith one may ___ another (Rom 14:19) KJV  
33. or exalt themselves over me when my foot ___ (Ps 38:16)  
35. who was ___ ___ think that I could oppose God? (1,2) (Acts 
11:17)  

36. they can do no harm ___ can they do any good (Jer 10:5)  
37. Naphtali is a ___ set free that bears beautiful fawns (Gen 
49:21)  
38. Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have ___ 
(Matt 8:20)  
41. Jesus answered, "Woman, you have ___ faith! (Matt 15:28)  
44. eighth letter of Greek alphabet  
45. They hammered out thin ___ of gold and cut strands (Ex 39:3)  
47. plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into ___ (Joel 
3:10)  
49. Abner son of ___ , the commander of Saul's army (2 Sam 2:8)  
50. But the ship struck a sandbar and ___ aground (Acts 27:41)  
51. out of these ___ God can raise up children for Abraham (Matt 
3:9)  
54. I will send the ___ ahead of you to drive the Hivites (Ex 23:28)  
57. As ___ as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water 
(Matt 3:16)  
58. figs, which are so bad they cannot be ___,' says the LORD 
(Jer 24:8)  
60. killed some twenty men in an area of about half an ___ (1 Sam 
14:14)  
62. He trains my hands for battle; my ___ can bend a bow (2 Sam 
22:35)  
63. to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the ___ (Ps 57:10)  
64. ___ proper respect to everyone (1 Peter 2:17)  
65. They hatch the eggs of vipers and spin a spider's ___ (Isa 
59:5)  
66. To this ___ I labor, struggling with all his energy (Col. 1:29)  

67. Pay back what you ___ me!' he demanded. (Matt 18:28) 
1. Those nurtured in purple now lie on ___ heaps (Lam 4:5)  
2. His eyes are on the ways of men; he ___ their every step (Job 
34:21)  
3. For we will all stand before God's judgment ___ (Rom 14:10)  
4. the Old Testament book after Joel  
5. ye shall ___ down the graven images of their gods (Deut 
12:3)KJV  
6. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ___ (Heb 
9:26)  
7. For ___ is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction (Matt 7:13)  
8. Your hand will lay ___ on all your enemies (Ps 21:8)  
9. "No ___ sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment (Matt 
9:16)  
11. though the servants who had ___ the water knew (John 2:9)  
12. knock and the door will be ___ to you (Luke 11:9)  
13. the angels hastened Lot, saying, ___, take thy wife (Gen 19:15) 
(KJV)  
14. Smite the ___ of the door, that the posts may shake (Amos 9:1) 
KJV  
19. sons and thirty grandsons, who ___ on seventy donkeys (Judg 
12:14)  
21. Jerusalem's walls had gone ahead and that the ___ were being 
closed (Neh 4:7)  
24. Open for me the ___ of righteousness; I will enter (Ps 118:19)  
25. son of Seth (Gen 5:6) KJV  
26. articles each of us acquired  armlets, bracelets, signet ___ 
(Num 31:50) 

NIV used exclusively except where marked otherwise.  Solution on pg 12. 
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Biblical Wordsearch 
Luke 12:42-48    Parable of the Returning Ruler 

ASKED 

ASSIGN 

AWARE  

BEATEN 

BLOWS 

CHARGE 

CUT 

DAY  

DRUNK  

EXPECT 

FAITHFUL  

FEW 

FINDS 

FOOD 

GIVEN  

GOOD 

HOUR 

LORD 

MANAGER  

MANY  

MASTER 

PIECES 

PLACE 

PROPER 

PUT 

READY 

RETURNS 

SERVANTS 

SUPPOSE 

TAKING  

THINGS 

TIME 

TRUTH 

WISE 

ALLOWANCE    DEMANDED    DESERVING    ENTRUSTED    POSSESSIONS   UNBELIEVERS 

After you find the hidden words, the left -over letters spell out a Bible verse reading from the top 
left to the bottom right.  

 

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___         ___  ___  ___        ___  ___        ___  ___        ___  ___  ___  ___ 

òPsalm 54ó 
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Recipe Centre 

Braised Beef with Pears 
and Fresh Ginger 

6 pounds meaty beef neck 
bones 
¼ cup olive oil plus additional 
for brushing 
5 cups chopped onions 
2 ½ cups diced celery 
2 cups diced carrots 
3 Tbsp chopped peeled fresh ginger 
6 large garlic cloves, chopped 
1 ½ cups dry red wine 
10 sprigs parsley 
5 large sprigs rosemary 
4 bay leaves 
н ǇƛƎΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΣ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƭŜƴƎǘƘǿƛǎŜ 
8 cups beef broth 
1 Tbsp all purpose flour 
2 large ripe unpeeled Bartlett pears, halved, cored and cut 

into 4 wedges. 
 
Preheat broiler. Stand neck bones (close together for 
support), meat side up, in row in heavy large roasting pan. 

Brush meaty tops with oil; sprinkle with salt and pepper. 

Broil until meat is deep brown, turning pan for even 

cooking, about 12 minutes. Transfer bones to rimmed 
baking sheet. Reduce oven temperature to 350°F. 

Place roasting pan over 2 burners. Add 1/4 cup oil, onions, 
celery, and carrots. Sauté over medium-high heat until 
tender and beginning to brown, about 20 minutes. Transfer 
1 cup vegetable mixture to small bowl and reserve for 
sauce. 

Add ginger and garlic to pan; stir 30 seconds. Add wine and 
boil until reduced to glaze, about 5 minutes. Return neck 
bones to pan, arranging flat side down in single layer. 
Nestle in herb sprigs, bay leaves, and juniper berries. Top 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛƎΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΣ Ŏǳǘ ǎƛŘŜ Řƻǿn. Pour broth over and bring to 
boil. 

Cover roasting pan tightly with foil and place in oven. 
Braise until meat is very tender and falling off bones, about 
3 hours. Using tongs, transfer neck bones to rimmed 
ōŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƻƭΦ 5ƛǎŎŀǊŘ ǇƛƎΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΦ 

Strain pan juices into large bowl, pressing on solids in 
strainer to release all juices; discard solids. Spoon all fat off 
surface of pan juices, reserving 1 Tbsp fat for sauce. Return 
juices to roasting pan. Boil over 2 burners until reduced to 
3 1/2 cups, about 20 minutes, occasionally stirring up 
browned bits. Transfer juices to large pot. Add reserved 1 
cup vegetable mixture. Stir 1 Tbsp reserved fat and flour in 
small bowl to smooth paste; whisk into sauce. Boil until 

reduced to 3 1/2 cups, about 12 minutes. Add pears to 
sauce. Simmer pears, uncovered, until tender, about 8 
minutes. 

Pull all meat off bones; cut meat into bite-size pieces. 
Sprinkle lightly with salt and pepper. Mix meat into sauce 

in pot. DO AHEAD: Stew can be made 1 day ahead. Cool 1 
hour; cover and refrigerate. Re-warm before continuing. 
Spoon stew into large bowl. Sprinkle 

with chopped parsley and serve. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Moroccan Carrot Soup 
 
2 Tbsp butter 
1 cup chopped white onion 
1 lb large carrots, peeled, cut in ½ inch dice 
2 ½ cups chicken broth 
1 ½ tsp cumin seed 
1 Tbsp honey 
1 tsp lemon juice 
1/8 tsp ground allspice 
½ cup plain yogurt, stirred to loosen  (or sour cream) 
 

Melt butter in large saucepan over med-high heat. Add 
onion; sauté 2 minutes. Mix in carrots. Add broth; bring to 

boil. Reduce heat, cover, and simmer until carrots are very 
tender, about 20 minutes. 

Stir cumin seeds in small skillet over med-high heat until 
fragrant, 4-5 minutes; cool. Finely grind in spice mill. 

Remove soup from heat. Puree in batches in blender until 
smooth. Return to same pan. Whisk in honey, lemon juice, 
and allspice. Season with salt and pepper. 

Ladle soup into bowls. Drizzle yogurt* over; sprinkle 
generously with cumin. 

* Sour cream can be used instead. 
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The Gardenerõs Corner 

What Are Rose Hips?  

Rose hips are the seed pods of roses. We 
donõt often see them anymore, because we 
tend to prune the faded rose blossoms to 
encourage more flowers. However, if you 
leave the spent flowers on the rose bush at 
the end of the season, you should see these 
small, berry-sized, reddish seed balls, left on 
tips of the stems. They are actually very 
ornamental and birds enjoy them too!  

Both rose hips and rose petals are edible. 
Roses are in the same family as apples and 
crabapples, so the resemblance of their fruits 
is not purely coincidental. Rose hips also 
have a bit of the tartness of crabapples and 
are a great source of vitamin C. 

All roses should p roduce hips, although 
rugosa roses are said to have the bets tasting 
hips. These are also generally the largest and 
most abundant. 

Caution:  Donõt use rose hips from plants that 
have been treated with a pesticide that is not 
labeled for use on edibles. 

Harv esting Rose Hips  

The best time to harvest rose hips is after the 
first frost. Frost helps sweeten the flavour. 
They should still be firm and have good 
colour. Leave the shriveled or dried hips for 
the birds. 

Waiting until after a frost is also good for the  
plant, since cutting the hips before frost 
could encourage the rose to send out new 
growth which would be killed back at the 
first frost.  

How To Prepare Rose Hips  

You can use 
whole, fresh 
rose hips, but 
the seeds 
inside have an 
irritating, hairy covering 
that it is recommended you 
remove prior to eating.  

Trim off the stem and blossom ends. Hold the 
hip securely and slice it in half, then remove 
the inner seeds. You can do all of this 
trimming with a pair of scissors, if the hips 
are too small to use a knife on. 

Now rinse off the hips and prepare as you 
choose. 

What Can I Use Rose Hips For? 

Rose hips make great jellies, sauces, soups 
and seasoning. To get a sense of the taste of 
rose hips, start out brewing yourself a cup of 
tea. 

Rose Hip Tea: You can use fresh or dried 
rose hips, for a simple rose hips tea. Youõll 
need about twice as many hips, if using fresh. 
For fresh rose hip tea, steep 4-8 hips in a cup 
of boiling water for about 10 -15 minutes. 

Cooking Tip:  Advise not to use aluminum 
pans or utensils that could discolor the hips. 

Aluminum also 
destroys their vitamin 
C. Stainless steel is 
fine. 
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Childrenõs Coloring Pages 
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Childrenõs Coloring Pages 
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A Divine Attribute: Something True About God  
By A. W. Tozer (excerpt from Knowledge of the Holy)  

Majesty unspeakable, my soul desires to behold 
Thee. I cry to Thee from the dust. Yet when I 
inquire after Thy name it is secret. Thou art 
hidden in the light which no man can approach 
unto. What Thou art cannot be thought or 
uttered, for Thy glory is ineffable.  

Still, prophet and psalmist, apostle and saint have 
encouraged me to believe that I may in some 
measure know Thee. Therefore, I pray, whatever 
of Thyself Thou hast been pleased to disclose, 
help me to search out as treasure more precious 
than rubies or the merchandise of fine gold: for 
with Thee shall I  live when the stars of the 
twilight are no more and the heavens have 
vanished away and only Thou remainest. Amen.  

The study of the attributes of God, far from being 
dull and heavy, may for the enlightened 
Christian be a sweet and absorbing spiritual 
exercise. To the soul that is athirst for God, 
nothing could be more delightful.  

Only to sit and think of God,  
Oh what a joy it is!  
To think the thought,  
to breath the Name 
Earth has no higher bliss. 
Frederick W. Faber 

It would seem to be necessary before proceeding 
further to define the word attribute as it is used 
in this volume. It is not used in its philosophical 
sense nor confined to its strictest theological 
meaning. By it is meant simply whatever may be 
correctly ascribed to God. For the purpose of this 
book an attribute of God is whatever God has in 
any way revealed as being true of Himself. 

And this brings us to the question of the number 
of the divine attributes. Religious thinkers have 
differed about this. Some have insisted that there 
are seven, but Faber sang of the óGod of a 
thousand attributes,ó and Charles Wesley 
exclaimed, 

Glory thine attributes confess, 
Glorious all and numberless. 

True, these men were worshiping, not counting; 
but we might be wise to follow the insight of the 
enraptured heart rather than the more cautious 
reasonings of the theological mind. If an attribute 
is something that is true of God, we may as well 
not try to enumerate them. Furthermore, to this 
meditation on the being of God the number of the 
attributes is not importa nt, for only a limited few 
will be mentioned here.  

If an attribute is something true of God, it is also 
something that we can conceive as being true of 
Him. God, being infinite, must possess attributes 
about which we can know. An attribute, as we 
can know it, is a mental concept, an intellectual 
response to Godõs self-revelation. It is an answer 
to a question, the reply God makes to our 
interrogation concerning himself.  

What is God like? What kind of God is He? How 
may we expect Him to act toward us and tow ard 
all created things? Such questions are not merely 
academic. They touch the far-in reaches of the 
human spirit, and their answers affect life and 
character and destiny. 

When asked in reverence and their answers 
sought in humility, these are questions th at 
cannot but be pleasing to our Father which art in 
heaven. óFor He willeth that we be occupied in 
knowing and loving,ó wrote Julian of Norwich, 
ótill the time that we shall be fulfilled in 
heaven.... For of all things the beholding and the 
loving of the Maker maketh the soul to seem less 
in his own sight, and most filleth him with 
reverent dread and true meekness; with plenty of 
charity for his fellow Christians. óTo our 
questions God has provided answers; not all the 
answers, certainly, but enough to satisfy our 
intellects and ravish our hearts. These answers 
He has provided in nature, in the Scriptures, and 
in the person of His Son. 
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The idea that God reveals Himself in the creation 
is not held with much vigor by modern 
Christians; but it is, nevertheless, set forth in the 
inspired Word, especially in the writings of 
David and Isaiah in the Old Testament and in 
Paulõs Epistle to the Romans in the New. In the 
Holy Scriptures the revelation is clearer: 

The heavens declare Thy glory, Lord, 
In every star Thy wisdom shines; 
But when our eyes behold Thy Word,  
We read Thy name in fairer lines. 
Isaac Watts 

And it is a sacred and indispensable part of the 
Christian message that the full sun-blaze of 
revelation came at the incarnation when the 
Eternal Word became flesh to dwell among us. 

Though God in this threefold revelation has 
provided answers to our questions concerning 
Him, the answers by no means lie on the surface. 
They must be sought by prayer, by long 
meditation on the written Word, and by earnes t 
and well -disciplined labor. However brightly the 
light may shine, it can be seen only by those who 
are spiritually prepared to receive it. óBlessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.ó 

If we would think accurately about the attributes 
of God, we must learn to reject certain words that 
are sure to come crowding into our minds - such 
words as trait, characteristic, quality, words 
which are proper and necessary when we are 
considering created beings but altogether 
inappropriate when we are thinki ng about God. 
We must break ourselves of the habit of thinking 
of the Creator as we think of His creatures. It is 
probably impossible to think without words, but 
if we permit ourselves to think with the wrong 
words, we shall soon be entertaining erroneous 
thoughts; for words, which are given us for the 
expression of thought, have a habit of going 
beyond their proper bounds and determining the 
content of thought. óAs nothing is more easy than 
to think,ó says Thomas Traherne, óso nothing is 

more difficult tha n to 
think well.ó If we ever 
think well it should be 
when we think of God.  
A man is the sum of 
his parts and his 
character the sum of the traits that compose it. 
These traits vary from man to man and may from 
time to time vary from themselves within the 
same man. Human character is not constant 
because the traits or qualities that constitute it are 
unstable. These come and go, burn low or glow 
with great intensity throughout our lives. Thus a 

man who is kind and considerate at thirty may 
be cruel and churli sh at fifty. Such a change is 
possible because man is made; he is in a very real 
sense a composition; he is the sum of the traits 
that make up his character. 

We naturally and correctly think of man as a 
work wrought by the divine Intelligence. He is 
both created and made. How he was created lies 
undisclosed among the secrets of God; how he 
was brought from no -being to being, from 
nothing to something is not known and may 
never be known to any but the One who brought 
him forth. How God made him, however, is less 
of a secret, and while we know only a small 
portion of the whole truth, we do know that man 
possesses a body, a soul, and a spirit; we know 
that he has memory, reason, will, intelligence, 
sensation, and we know that to give these 
meaning he has the wondrous gift of 

consciousness. We know, too, that these, together 
with various qualities of temperament, compose 
his total human self. These are gifts from God 
arranged by infinite wisdom, notes that make up 
the score of creations loftiest symphony, threads 
that compose the master tapestry of the universe. 

But in all this we are thinking creature -thoughts 
and using creature-words to express them. 
Neither such thoughts nor such words are 
appropriate to the Deity. óThe Father is made of 

A Divine Attribute by A.W. Tozer  
continuedé 
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A Divine Attribute by A.W. Tozer  
continuedé 

none,ó says the Athanasian Creed, óneither 
created nor begotten. The Son is of the Father 
alone, not made, nor created, but begotten. The 
Holy Spirit is of the Father and the Son: not made 
nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding.ó God 
exists in Himself and of Himself. His be ing He 
owes to no one. His substance is indivisible. He 
has no parts but is single in His unitary being.  

The doctrine of the divine unity means not only 
that there is but one God; it means also that God 
is simple, uncomplex, one with Himself. The 
harmony of His being is the result not of a perfect 
balance of parts but of the absence of parts. 
Between His attributes no contradiction can exist. 
He need not suspend one to exercise another, for 
in Him all His attributes are one. All of God does 
all that God does; He does not divide himself to 
perform a work, but works in the total unity of 
His being. 

An attribute, then, is a part of God. It is how God 
is, and as far as the reasoning mind can go, we 
may say that it is what God is, though, as I have 
tried to expla in, exactly what He is He cannot tell 
us. Of what God is conscious when He is 
conscious of self, only He knows. óThe things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.ó 
Only to an equal could God communicate the 
mystery of His Godhead; and to think of Go d as 
having an equal is to fall into an intellectual 
absurdity.  

The divine attributes are what we know to be true 
of God. He does not possess them as qualities; 
they are how God is as He reveals Himself to His 
creatures. Love, for instance, is not something 
God has and which may grow or diminish or 
cease to be. His love is the way God is, and when 
He loves He is simply being Himself. And so 
with the other attributes.  

One God! one Majesty! 
There is no God but Thee! 
Unbounded, unextended Unity!  
Unfathomable Sea! 
All life is out of Thee,  
and Thy life is Thy blissful Unity.  
Frederick W. Faber 
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CFC Business Connection 
The CFC Business Connection is an advertising area of our newsletter for members of our 
congregation who have businesses of their own. 
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